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ConTENTS OF VOLUME SEVEN 


Number One, Summer, 1957 


“Bee It Enacted a Lawe,” by Robert L. Scribner 


Meeting 339 years ago, the first American representative assembly enacted much that 
was modern in tone, along with measures beyond the purview of its present-day successors. 


He Saw the Valley First, by William H. Gaines, Jr. 


The journeys of John Lederer, the explorer who led the Virginians’ pioneer expeditions to 
the crest of the Blue Ridge. 


Founding Virginia’s First College, by Elizabeth Dabney Coleman and W. Edwin Hemphill .... 


A parson’s [James Blair's] flair for raising funds from extraordinary sources enabled the third 
generation of English Virginians to bring to reality the colony's old dream of an institution of 
higher learning. 


Jaquelin and Ambler, by Robert L. Scribner 


Where once resided men of great wealth and status [the] crumbling ruins [of the Jaquelin- 
Ambler House at Jamestown] now serve as a tombstone to mark their vanished yesterdays. 


A Castle in Surry, by William H. Gaines, Jr. 


This “antique mansion” [“Bacon's Castle”], built three hundred years ago, is best known 
by the name of a man who probably never saw it. 


The King’s Henchman, by Elmer Oris Parker 


Who was Joseph Bridger? Time was in Virginia when so many knew that few would have 


had to ask. 


Bacon’s Rebellion in the London Theater, by Paul C. Wermuth 


Introduced by John Dryden, an English playwright’s interpretation of rebellion in an “In- 
dian” province diverges amusingly from the actual events. 


Digging into Jamestown’s Past, by Robert L. Scribner 


Archaeologists are engaged in a project that is intended further to uncover records of the 
English-Virginian society of a simpler day. 


Number Two, Autumn, 1957 


Nathaniel Bacon’s Poetic Epitaphs, by Paul C. Wermuth 


Two contemporary poems present opposite views of Bacon's character. 


The Earliest Congressional Medals of Honor, by Helen Hill Miller 


How ceremonial medals and swords, voted by the Continental Congress to honor the 
leaders of successful operations in the struggle for American independence, came to be 
fashioned belatedly in Paris by the craftsmen of King Louis XVI. 
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James Barron Hope delivered at Yorktown in 1881 a poetic tribute to the reunited states. 
Thus he helped admirably to sustain the dominant theme of the victory celebration there. 
The occasion was the centennial of the winning of American independence. 
At ten o'clock on the morning of October 17, 1781, a young Briton mounted the parapets 
at Yorktown and, with staccato beat, drummed cessation to an era. 
In 1862 historic Yorktown was subjected to a second siege, but the results were far different 
from those of eighty-one years before. 
14 
Enterprising John Jordan and his sons developed iron furnaces in Alleghany County. Their 
products maintained respectable reputations amid the keen competition of the ante-bellum 
Virginia iron industry. 
23 
Two tall, neglected, but durable chimneys beside Route 60 at Longdale suggest, in epitome, 
the transitions in the manufacture of pig iron in post-bellum Virginia. 
29 
Number Three, Winter, 1957 
34 
Virginia's Drowned Village, by James Wharton. .. 6 
Within the memory of a living man, who had recorded its past and enjoyed its most flourish- 
ing years, the people of an offshore heaven have been forced to retreat from the encroaching 
38 sea. 
Ellen Glasgow rebelled against some of the values of her paternal ancestors, but she praised 
40 their Scotch-Irish strain of indomitable fortitude. 
Why Barns?—Then and Now, by W. Edwin Hemphill ....... 17 
In the Tidevzater and Piedmont a century ago Virginians built barns to shelter their crops, 
not their livestock. Travelers testified that this was true and chalked it up as a fault in 
Virginia agriculture. But nowadays farmers in this area no longer let their horses and cattle 
shift for themselves throughout the winter. 
6 . 
Lee’s Christmases Far from Home, by A. G. M. Martin, IIT 28 
Robert E. Lee served three tours of duty that took him into the valley of the Rio Grande 
River. 
9 
The Greek Revival in Petersburg, by James H. Bailey ......... 33 
Four buildings of classical inspiration still standing. oe 
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Nathaniel Bacon—Reformer or Rebel?, by Wilcomb E. Washburn 


A thumbnail essay in historiography. For a century and more after his death Bacon's life 
was not interpreted as the heroic career in behalf of the people that has been glorified 
throughout the past century and a half. 


Hog-Killing Day, by Lamont Pugh 


Reminiscences of a banner day in the lives of Virginia farm boys about fifty years ago. 


Number Four, Spring, 1958 


Willa Cather’s Virginia Novel,,by Paul C. Wermuth 


In fifty-five years of creative writing, Willa Cather wrote only one novel about her native 
commonwealth. How influential were the years of her Virginia youth? 


Hopes That Failed, by Chester Goolrick 


James Monroe’s declining years were not serene, but “Oak Hill” remains as a distinguished 
reminder of his long years of sacrificial public service. 


A Denial of Liberty, by Robert L. Scribner and W. Edwin Hemphill 


After 1906 the average citizen was given less opportunity to consume poison unknowingly, 
a fact that was reflected in the altered tenor of newspaper advertisements. 


Two Streams Become One, by Louis Ginsberg 


Beth Shalome, “The House of Peace,” influenced Virginia for generations; then Beth 
Ahabah, “The House of Love,” began to share that influence; and now, for six decades, the 
two streams of Jewish influence in Richmond have flowed as one. 


A President’s Bride at “Sherwood Forest,” by Herbert Clarence Bradshaw 
Julia Gardiner, John Tyler's second wife, became a Virginian by adoption as well as by 
marriage and shared his thoroughly Virginian views. 


His Course Fixed for Life?, by W. Edwin Hemphill 


James Monroe considered his residence in Fredericksburg to be only temporary; and his few 
years as a practicing attorney proved to be only an interlude. 
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